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                        This fact sheet provides demographic information about same-sex couples who identified as spouses and unmarried partners on the 2010 U.S. Census. The analysis focuses on the couples’ geographic distribution, the sex of each of the partners, and the percentage of couples raising children.
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                            51% of all same-sex couples in the U.S. are female and 49% are male.


                            
                            17% of all same-sex couples in the country are raising their own children.


                            
                            Washington, DC has the highest number of same-sex couples per 1,000 households. North Dakota has the least.
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*Same-sex couples were identified in 93% of all US counties
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*“Own” children are never-married children under 18 who are sons or daughters of one partner or spouse (Person 1) by birth, marriage (stepchild), or adoption.
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Data and Methodology

Data are compiled using the US Census Bureau’s state-level preferred estimates for same-sex couples. Same-sex couples are identified in households where Person 1 describes his or her relationship with another adult of the same sex as either a “husband/wife” or “unmarried partner”. The Census Bureau preferred estimates to adjust original Census tabulations reported in the Census 2010 SF-1, PCT15 to account for the likelihood that a small portion of different-sex couples miscode the sex of a spouse or partner and are incorrectly counted as a same-sex couple.

Adjusted Data

The Census Bureau only released preferred estimates for states. County and city data used in this report are adjusted by the authors and do not represent official Census Bureau tabulations. Like the Census Bureau preferred estimates, the adjustment procedure accounts for the likelihood that a small portion of different-sex couples miscode the sex of a spouse or partner and are incorrectly counted as a same-sex couple. Note that the adjusted figures do not take into account the possibility that some same-sex couples may not be counted in Census tabulations due to concerns about confidentiality or because neither partner was Person 1 in the household.
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                                Download the U.S. brief

Census Snapshots are also available for each state, D.C., and Puerto Rico:

Census Snapshot: Alabama

Census Snapshot: Alaska

Census Snapshot: Arizona

Census Snapshot: Arkansas

Census Snapshot: California

Census Snapshot: Colorado

Census Snapshot: Connecticut

Census Snapshot: D.C.

Census Snapshot: Delaware

Census Snapshot: Florida

Census Snapshot: Georgia

Census Snapshot: Hawaii

Census Snapshot: Idaho

Census Snapshot: Illinois

Census Snapshot: Indiana

Census Snapshot: Iowa

Census Snapshot: Kansas

Census Snapshot: Kentucky

Census Snapshot: Louisiana

Census Snapshot: Maine

Census Snapshot: Maryland

Census Snapshot: Massachusetts

Census Snapshot: Michigan

Census Snapshot: Minnesota

Census Snapshot: Mississippi

Census Snapshot: Missouri

Census Snapshot: Montana

Census Snapshot: Nebraska

Census Snapshot: Nevada

Census Snapshot: New Hampshire

Census Snapshot: New Jersey

Census Snapshot: New Mexico

Census Snapshot: New York

Census Snapshot: North Carolina

Census Snapshot: North Dakota

Census Snapshot: Ohio

Census Snapshot: Oklahoma

Census Snapshot: Oregon

Census Snapshot: Pennsylvania

Census Snapshot: Puerto Rico

Census Snapshot: Rhode Island

Census Snapshot: South Carolina

Census Snapshot: South Dakota

Census Snapshot: Tennessee

Census Snapshot: Texas

Census Snapshot: Utah

Census Snapshot: Vermont

Census Snapshot: Virginia

Census Snapshot: Washington

Census Snapshot: West Virginia

Census Snapshot: Wisconsin

Census Snapshot: Wyoming
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