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                        The European Court of Human Rights addresses whether Russia violated the rights to freedom of expression and non-discrimination by convicting three LGBT activists who held non-violent demonstrations in front of schools and libraries.

                    

                    
                        
                    

                    

                

            

        


        
        
            
                
                    
                        

                    

                

                

                        
                            

                                Issue

Three LGBT activists in Russia were arrested for holding non-violent demonstrations in front of schools and libraries. The activists held signs that communicated support for LGBT youth. They were found guilty under a law that prohibited public activities aimed at the promotion of homosexuality of minors. The activists appealed the decisions to the European Court of Human Rights, alleging that their rights to freedom of expression and non-discrimination under the European Convention on Human Rights had been violated.

Impact

Russia’s law prohibiting “propaganda of homosexuality among minors” puts LGBT youth at risk of experiencing discrimination, harassment, and bullying. The law also discourages adults from supporting LGBT youth, leaving them even more vulnerable to the effects of stigma and prejudice.

Summary

The testimony provides research refuting the government’s claim that the “propaganda of homosexuality among minors” law has legitimate aims in that it protects the health of children. The testimony demonstrates that rather than protecting children, it puts them at increased risk of stigma, prejudice, and discrimination which, in turn, adversely affect their health and wellbeing.

Download the testimony


                            


                        
                

            

        


        
        
            
                Related Publications

                
                    
        
        
                        

                    

        
            
                
                Report                

                
                    Examining the Relationship Between Social Acceptance of LGBT People and Legal Inclusion of Sexual Minorities                

                March 2018

            

        

        
            

        

    
    


        
        
                        

                    

        
            
                
                Report                

                
                    Social Acceptance of LGBTI People in 175 Countries and Locations                

                November 2021

            

        

        
            

        

    
    


        
        
                        

                    

        
            
                
                Report                

                
                    Public Support for Transgender Rights: A 23 Country Survey                

                December 2016

            

        

        
            

        

    
    

                

            

        


        
        
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Bayev v. Russia: Testimony

                            
                                

                                	Download
	Share


                                
                            

                            

                        

                    

                


                
                

                

                
                    	Testimony


                

                
                    	Copy link
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn


                


            

        


        

            
		


	
	




                
                    
                        
                            
    
        Search for:
        
        
    


   
                            
                                
                                  
                                
                            
                        

                    

                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            


			
				
					
                    
                        Sign up to receive our updates

                    


                    
                        
                            


 












Your Email














                        

                        
                            	Programs
	About
	Events
	Press
	Careers
	Contact

                        
                        

                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            All content copyright © The Williams Institute
                            Site by Loyal Design
                        

                        
                        
                            
                                                        
                                                            
                                    
                                        



                                        
                                            
                                    
                                        

                        
                    
                    
				
			    

		

        
            
                
            
        


        
            
                
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                
            

        

		
        

















		Skip to content
				
			
				
					Open toolbar
					
						

				
					Accessibility Tools

					
						
								
									



Grayscale								
							
						
														
								
									

High Contrast								
							
						
														
								

									

Negative Contrast								
							
						
														
								
									

Light Background								
							
						
														
								
									

Links Underline								
							
						
														
								
									

Readable Font								
							
																			
							
								

Reset
							
						
					
									
			
		
		
	