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                        Alaska’s employment non-discrimination law does not include sexual orientation or gender identity, leaving LGBT people in the state vulnerable to discrimination. Adding these characteristics to Alaska’s existing law would provide protections to LGBT people and would not be costly or burdensome for the state to enforce.
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                            Discrimination against LGBT people in Alaska has been documented in surveys and legislative testimony.


                            
                            Some private employers in Alaska have adopted non-discrimination protections for LGBT people, but coverage is incomplete.


                            
                            Public opinion in Alaska supports the passage of non-discrimination protections for LGBT people.
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                                Executive Summary

More than 4% of the American workforce identifies as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT). Approximately 13,100 of these workers live in Alaska. Alaska does not have a statewide law that prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity in employment.

This report summarizes evidence of sexual orientation and gender identity employment discrimination, explains the current limited protections from employment discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in Alaska, and estimates the administrative impact of passing a law prohibiting employment discrimination based on these characteristics in the state.
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                                Key Findings

	In total, there are approximately 19,200 adults who identify as LGBT in Alaska, including approximately 13,100 who are part of Alaska’s workforce.2
	Incidents of sexual orientation and gender identity employment discrimination in Alaska have been documented in legislative testimony.
	Survey data indicate that discrimination against LGBT workers is prevalent across the country, including in Alaska. In a 2011 survey of LGBT residents of Anchorage, 44% of respondents reported that they had been harassed by their employer or co-workers because of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and 16% reported that they were forced to leave their jobs due to harassment. Additionally, 21% reported that they had been turned down for a job; 18%reported that they had been denied a promotion, and 15% reported that they had been fired because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.
	When transgender people are surveyed separately, they report similar or higher levels of discrimination. In 2010, 78% of respondents to the largest national survey of transgender people to date reported having experienced harassment or mistreatment at work, and 47%reported having been discriminated against in hiring, promotion, or job retention because of their gender identity.
	Census data show that in Alaska, the median income of men in same-sex couples is 32% lower than the median income of men in different-sex marriages.
	A gubernatorial executive order protects employees of state agencies in Alaska from employment discrimination based on sexual orientation.
	No localities in Alaska have passed ordinances or policies that prohibit sexual orientation or gender identity discrimination in employment.
	At least 17 of Alaska’s 25 largest employers have adopted corporate policies that prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation, and at least 11 also prohibit discrimination based on gender identity. Additionally, the Regents of the University of Alaska have adopted policy prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation in University employment.
	Public opinion in Alaska supports the passage of non-discrimination protections for LGBT people. In response to a national poll conducted in 2011, 79% of those polled in Alaska said that Congress should pass a federal law to prohibit employment discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. In addition, other polls have found that 77% of Alaska residents think that LGBT people experience a moderate amount to a lot of discrimination in the state.
	Adding sexual orientation and gender identity to the state’s current non-discrimination laws would result in approximately six additional complaints being filed each year, on average.
	The additional six complaints per year would most likely have no noticeable impact on the state’s budget and resources.
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            Melissa S. Green, Anchorage LGBT Discrimination Survey: Final Report 33 (2012), http://alaskacommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/akq_final_report.pdf.


These estimates were reached by applying the percentage of people in Alaska that are LGBT (3.4 percent) to the population of Alaska aged 16 years and older (565,742) and the number of people in the Alaska civilian labor force (aged 16 years and older) (386,509), respectively. Gary J. Gates & Frank Newport, LGBT Percentage Highest in D.C., Lowest in North Dakota, Gallup, Feb. 15, 2013, http://www.gallup.com/poll/160517/lgbt-percentage-highest-lowest-north-dakota.aspx; American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, American FactFinder, 2013 ACS Table DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics, 1-Year Estimates, http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_DP03&prodType =table (last visited on June 9, 2015).
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